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College Board 50% Fee Waiver Program  

Department: On-profit organization 

Scheme: College Board 50% Fee Waiver Program  

 

The College Board 50% Fee Waiver Program is another initiative by the College Board, designed to make the SAT (Scholastic 

Assessment Test) and the college application process more affordable for students from economically disadvantaged 

backgrounds. This program offers a 50% reduction in the cost of SAT registration and related fees, helping to alleviate the 

financial burden for students aspiring to study abroad. 

Objective 

 To provide financial assistance to students from middle- to low-income families, allowing them to take the SAT at a 

reduced cost. 

 To promote equal access to international higher education opportunities by minimizing the financial barriers associated 

with standardized tests and college applications. 

Eligibility Criteria 

To qualify for the College Board 50% Fee Waiver Program, students must meet specific criteria: 

1. Academic Merit: 

o The program is aimed at academically strong students who wish to pursue undergraduate studies at 

international institutions. 

2. Family Income: 

o The student’s annual family income should typically fall below a specific threshold (though slightly higher 

than the 90% fee waiver program). For instance, families earning around ₹8,00,000–₹12,00,000 per annum 

may qualify. 

3. Indian Nationals: 

o The waiver is available to Indian students who are planning to apply to participating international 

universities via the College Board India Scholars Program. 

4. SAT Test Requirement: 

o The waiver applies to students who are registering for the SAT as part of their application to undergraduate 

programs abroad. 

Benefits of the Program 

1. 50% Fee Waiver: 

o Students qualifying for the program receive 50% off the SAT registration fees, making it more affordable for 

those who may not qualify for the 90% waiver but still require financial aid. 

2. Additional Support for College Applications: 

o Some participating universities may offer reduced application fees for students applying through this 

program, further minimizing costs. 

3. Access to Global Universities: 

o The program opens doors for students to apply to top international universities that partner with the College 

Board, many of which offer substantial financial aid or scholarships to eligible students. 

Application Process 

The application process for the 50% Fee Waiver Program is typically straightforward and involves the following steps: 

1. SAT Registration: 

o Students must first register for the SAT on the College Board website. 

o During registration, they can apply for the 50% fee waiver by providing details about their family income and 

financial background. 

2. Verification: 

o Applicants may need to provide income proof to verify their eligibility for the fee waiver. 

3. Fee Payment: 

o Once the waiver is approved, the student will pay 50% of the SAT registration fee, reflecting the reduced cost. 

Required Documents 
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Students may need to provide certain documents to apply for the 50% fee waiver, including: 

1. Proof of Family Income: 

o Income certificates, salary slips, or tax returns to demonstrate that the family meets the income criteria. 

2. Academic Transcripts: 

o Students may need to provide marksheets or academic records, particularly when applying to participating 

universities. 

3. Identity Proof: 

o Government-issued identity proof such as an Aadhaar card or passport may be required during the 

registration process. 

Participating Universities 

The College Board India Scholars Program includes partnerships with several top-tier international universities. Many of 

these institutions offer additional scholarships or financial aid for students who qualify for fee waivers through the College 

Board. These universities recognize the financial challenges faced by students from emerging economies and strive to offer 

support. 

Benefits to Students 

 Affordable SAT Access: The 50% reduction in SAT registration fees makes the test more accessible to a broader 

range of students. 

 Increased Opportunities: By lowering the cost of standardized testing and offering financial aid for college 

applications, students are empowered to apply to global institutions that they might not have considered due to financial 

constraints. 

 Pathway to Scholarships: Many students who take advantage of the fee waiver are also eligible for additional 

scholarships at participating international universities, giving them further financial support during their academic 

journey. 

Impact of the Program 

The College Board 50% Fee Waiver Program helps bridge the gap for middle-income families who might not qualify for full 

financial assistance but still require support. It encourages students to pursue their dreams of studying abroad by making 

standardized testing and the college application process more affordable. 
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