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Department: On-profit organization 

Scheme: College Board 90% Fee Waiver Program  

 

The College Board 90% Fee Waiver Program is an initiative aimed at providing financial relief to students from economically 

weaker sections who wish to take standardized tests such as the SAT (Scholastic Assessment Test) and apply to participating 

international universities. The program aims to encourage students to pursue higher education abroad by reducing the financial 

burden associated with application fees and test registration costs. 

Objective 

 To support students from economically disadvantaged backgrounds by offering them a fee waiver for up to 90% of the 

total cost of the SAT and college application fees. 

 To make the process of applying to international universities more accessible for students from India and other 

regions. 

 To promote equal opportunities in education by minimizing the financial barriers faced by talented students. 

Eligibility Criteria 

To be eligible for the College Board 90% Fee Waiver Program, students must meet specific requirements: 

1. Academic Merit: 

o The program is primarily targeted at high-achieving students who have demonstrated strong academic 

performance. 

2. Family Income: 

o The applicant’s annual family income should typically be below a certain threshold (generally ₹8,00,000 per 

annum or equivalent in local currency). This ensures that the program supports students from economically 

weaker sections. 

3. Indian Nationals: 

o The program is available to students who are Indian citizens planning to apply for undergraduate courses at 

international institutions. 

4. College Board Participating Institutions: 

o Students must be planning to apply to participating international universities that are members of the College 

Board India Scholars Program. 

Benefits of the Program 

1. 90% Fee Waiver: 

o Eligible students can receive up to 90% reduction on the SAT registration fees, making it significantly more 

affordable for students to take this standardized test. 

2. College Application Support: 

o The program may also offer fee waivers or reductions for college applications to participating institutions, 

thereby reducing the cost of applying to multiple universities abroad. 

3. Increased Access to International Universities: 

o By providing financial support for both the SAT and college applications, the program enables students from 

low-income families to apply to top-tier international universities, which might otherwise be inaccessible due 

to high application costs. 

Application Process 

1. SAT Registration: 

o Students must register for the SAT through the College Board website. Eligible students can apply for the fee 

waiver during the registration process by providing information about their financial background. 

2. Fee Waiver Application: 

o When registering for the SAT, applicants will be prompted to fill out details regarding their family income and 

other relevant information to determine their eligibility for the fee waiver. 

3. College Application: 

o After taking the SAT, students can use the fee waivers when applying to participating international 

universities through the College Board platform. 

Required Documents 
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1. Income Proof: 

o Documents demonstrating family income, such as income certificates, salary slips, or tax returns, may be 

required to verify eligibility for the fee waiver. 

2. Academic Transcripts: 

o Although not always required for the fee waiver application, students may need to provide academic records to 

demonstrate academic merit when applying to universities. 

3. Identity Proof: 

o Government-issued identification (such as an Aadhaar card or passport) may be needed during the registration 

process. 

Participating Universities 

The College Board India Scholars Program includes several top international universities, many of which offer significant 

financial aid or scholarships to students from India. Some participating institutions may provide additional benefits to students 

who qualify for the College Board fee waiver. 

Impact of the Program 

 The College Board 90% Fee Waiver Program helps level the playing field for economically disadvantaged students 

by offering them the chance to apply to international universities without worrying about the high costs associated with 

the SAT and college applications. 

 It also encourages more students from India to pursue higher education abroad, helping them realize their academic 

potential. 
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